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	Safe Work Method Statement

	Organisation: Sample

	Task:  Whipper Snipping

	Task objective:  To safely trim grass

	Hazards Hazards associated with entanglement, impact and cutting injuries, shearing, ergonomics, noise, slips and trips, uv exposure, fire and explosion and petrol fumes.



	Tools and PPE:
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Hearing protection[image: image2.png]
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Appropriate clothing[image: image4.png]



Appropriate footwear[image: image5.png]



Hat and sunscreen 


	Training and instruction:

· Manual handling
· Correct use of PPE
· Hearing protection
· UV protection
· Manufacturers operating instructions

	Steps

	Prior to procedure:

· Make sure equipment is free of any signs of wear or damage.

· Check guards ensuring they are in working order.

· Operator to inspect work area to ensure that work surface is even and stable to prevent slips, trips and falls.

· Wear the appropriate PPE. 
· Fuel whipper snipper away from any possible sources of ignition.

· Always turn off whipper snipper before replacing line.

· Adjust harness and handle length so able to maintain an upright posture with elbows slightly bent



	During procedure:

· Keep hands, feet and loose clothing away from all moving parts.

· Do not overreach and ensure proper footing and balance.

· Avoid using above knee level

· Never leave whipper snipper running unattended.

· Ensure moving parts have come to a complete stop before performing any maintenance or cleaning.

· Make sure motor is stopped and allowed to cool before refuelling.

· Refuel only in a well-ventilated area away from possible ignition sources.

	Post procedure:

· Ensure moving arts have completely stopped before storing.

· Ensure equipment is returned to storage area after use.

	Precautions:

· PPE must be worn at all times
· Always operate with 2 hands
· Avoid operating above knee level
· Ensure muffler exhaust is away from the body
· Use a shoulder strap to reduced strain with prolonged use
· Follow safe use instructions at all time

	Read by:
	Signed:
	Date:
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